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SUBJECT:COLOMBIA KIDNAPPING - SITUATION REPORT NO. 5 

1 . STILL NO WORD FROM FARC: PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER RICHARD 
STARR IS STILL MISSING IN COLOMBIA AND NO COMMUNICATIONS 
HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM HIS KIDNAPPERS. THE 
COLOMBIAN AIR FORCE HAS JOINED THE SEARCH EFFORT, BUT 
SOURCES ON THE GROUND BELIEVE THAT NEITHER PLANES NOR 
GOC FOOT SOLDIERS COULD EFFECTIVELY TRACK THE FLEEING 
GUERRILLAS AND STARR DUE TO THE SINGLE AND DOUBLE CANOPY 
TYPE VEGETATION IN THE AREA. 

2. MORE DETAILS ON CAPTURE: A COLOMBIAN JUDGE WHO WAS AN 
EYE-WITNESS TO THE FARC ATTACK AND STARR'S CAPTURE NOTED 
THAT WHEN STARR TOLD THE UNIT LEADER THAT THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR HIM, ONE OF THE FARC MEMBERS 
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SAID "HE IS GOOD" AND TOLD STARR TO GO WITH THE GUERRILLAS. 

STARR WAS THEN PERMITTED TO PACK HIS BELONGINGS, INCLUDING 
HIS "SHAVING THINGS" (PRESUMABLY INCLUDING HIS PEACE 
CORPS FIRST AID KIT), BEFORE DEPARTING. REPORTEDLY, THE 
GUERRILLAS WERE VERY CORDIAL AND POLITE AND EVEN MENTIONED 
THEY WERE NOT GOING TO HARM ANYONE BECAUSE THEY WERE ONLY 
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LOOKING FOR ARMS, MONEY AND DRUGS (PRESUMABLY MEDICINES). 

3. POSSIBILITY OF RANSOM DEMAND? ASKED IF FARC 
MENTIONED ANY PLANS TO CONTACT THE AMERICAN EMBASSY 
OR OTHER OUTSIDERS, THE JUDGE REPLIED THAT HE COULD NOT 
REMEMBER. BUT THAT HE DID HEAR THE WORD "RANSOM" MEN- 
TIONED IN THE CONVERSATION. 

HARTMAN 
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